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N the firſt publication of this letter, intitled, © A Fragment of true 
Religion, Sc. the editor addreſſes his readers in a low pitiful oration, 
relating how he came by a copy of it; therein endeavouring, as much 
as poſſible, to degrade and leſſen the character of that ſincete, honeſt, 
and worthy miniſter of Jeſus Chrift, the Rev. Mr. Berridge. Yet ne- 
vertheleſs, he has therein confeſſed many notable truths of him; though 
it is plain he did not intend ſo to do, Ol were the children of this 
world but truly ſenſible what good they do, and of what benefit it is to 
the ſouls of God's dear miniſters and people, to be reviled and perſecuted 
for their maſter's ſake, they would quickly have done with their wicked 
and wrong- grounded aſperſions; for, as one ſaid, a chriſtian is like ca- 
momile; the more it is trodden, the better it thrives. Alas! alas! how 
it muſt grieve the heart of every ſincere chriſtian, to ſee our late re- 
formed church of England, (the beit eſtabliſned church in the world) 
ſunk again into the very dregs of Rome! The doctrine of the fall, ori- 
ginal fin, and juſtification by faith in the blood of Chriſt, as ſet forth 
in her articles and homilies, continually rejected and oppoſed by her 
own members; not only by the laity, but even by the clergy themſelves, 
who, at their ordination, do ſolemnly engage to preach and maintain 
thoſe doctrines, declaring in the preſence of God, they find themſelves 
moved thereunto by the Holy Ghoſt! And yet, alas! how very rarely 
do we find thoſe, who have taken this weighty taſk (the care of fouls) 
upon them, performing this engagement as they ought!. May the Lord 
convince them of their error, and bring them out of darkneſs into his 

marvellous light! 2 
As numberleſs have been the ſcruples and diſputes, and are to this 
day, both with the learned and unlearned, concerning juſtification, or 
the forgiveneſs ins; how it can be a ſudden or momentary work, 
effected upon the heart in an inſtantaneous manner; this they cannot 
underſtand: And how a poor guilty ſinner can know aſſuredly, that 
God, for Chriſt's ſake, hath forgiven him all his fins, &c. this no una- 
wakened perſon can believe; becauſe theſe things are all ſpiritually diſ- 
cerned, Juſt ſo it was with E that great learned doctor bs the 
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law, who anſwered our bleſſed Lord, ſaying, © How can the/e things be?“ 
As to the mater, our Lord poſitively faid it muſt be ſo, © 7 muſt be 
© born agaia.” As to the manner, he gave him this anſwer, (which mutt 
ſerve every ſuch dark ſcrupulous enquirer to the end of the world, un- 
til the Lord is pleaſed to open their underſtanding,) namely: The 
« awind bloaueth where it lifleth, and thou heareji the fund therecf; but 
© canfl not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: So is every one, 
© that is born of the Spirit.” John 111. 8. But as all holy ſcripture . 
was written for our inſtruction, I would therefore mention a few in- 
ſtances, hich, I hope, through Chriſt, will be a help to ſome in this 
matter. | 

1ſt, ']axe the account given, John chap. viii. of the woman taken in 
adultery, who was brought before Chrift, that he might finiſh the ſen— 
tence againſt her. The poor guilty creature, doubileſs, ſtood trembling 
before him, her own conſcience accuſing her, and expected every mo- 
ment to be delivered up to the executioner, But ſo far from this, our 
bleffed Lord, (who was not then come to condemn, but rather to ſave 
finners,) inſtead of condemning her, juſtified her freely, bid her * gs a4 
 /ia no more: And 'tis believed, that ſhe never did commit that fin any 
more; for when the Lord proclaims pardon to a finner, there is ſafi- 
cient grace and ſtr ngth accompanying the word, to ſave ſuch ſouls from 
the power, as well as the guilt of fin, if they are careful to uſe it. 2d, 
I mention the ſtory of Zaccheus, to whom our Lord ſaid, © 1, day 15 
© ſalvation come to thy houſe.” 3d, That of Cornelius, Acts chap. x. a 
caſe quite parallel to Mr. Berridge's: He was ſaid to be * 4 deweut man, 
and prayed to God alway.” (The Lord increaſe the number of ſuch!) 
And yet one thing vas wanting to make him l cam a chriſtian. 
How got he it? The Lord directed him to ſend for Peter. On Peter's 
coming, and explaining the nature of Chriſt's death, reſurrection, &c. 
and declaring, that whoſuever believeth in his name ſhall receive remiſ- 
« fion of ſins; it is ſaid that ſuddenly the Holy Ghoſt fell on them all. 
4th, The caſe of the poor trembling gaoler, Acts xvi. 5th, St. Paul's 
converſion, a very extraordinary caſe, Acts ix. with many other fingle 
inſtances, But I ſhall cloſe my account with juſt obſerving what hap- 
pened at Peter's firſt ſermon, Acts ii. What a clamour mult there be, 
when it is ſaid, that the multitude were at once pricked in their hearts, 
trembling, and cried out, Mer and brethren, what ſhall aue do to be 
ſaved? ver. 37. The preceding verſes ſhew how three thouſand of them: 
were inſtantly freed from their fears, and received into the church of 
Chriſt, &. And generally thoſe perſons, who are now-a-days ſo ſud- 
denly juſtified or pardoned, are of this fort ; who, being truly convinced 
they are loſt ſinners, come to Chriſt ſelf-abhorred and ſelf- condemned, 
having nothing to plead, and nothing to pay: So Chrilt freely forgives 
them all. 

This is his office; for this he came into the world; namely, to ſave 
ſinners: And no other qualification whatſoever in us is neceflary to this 
ſalvation, but a true conviction or ſenſibility of our loſt eſtate, and a 
defire to be ſaved. "The condition is /aith, faith alone in our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. How uſeful or excellent ſoever human learning may be in other 
matters, as it certainly is to all teachers, &c, yet it is plain, the puſſel- 
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ſion of 1t never did or ever will bring a ſoul ever the ſooner to Chriſt, 
nor the lack of it keep any one the longer from him: Yea, it is evident 
from many hundred years experience, the latter hath always had the pre- 
Eminence. 

I would juſt mention a word or two concerning good works, The 
ſtate and condition of it, according to the articles of cur church, Which 


declare, that nuvirks done before the grace of Chriſt, and the inſpiration of 


* his Holy Spirit, (that is, before juſtincation,) are not pleaſant to God, 
e becauſe they ſpring not of faith in Jeſus Chriſt, as God hath willed and 
© commanded.” Sec article 3. his, IK now, is a great ſtumbling- block 
to many good- meaning men; but more ſo to the wiſe and learned, who 
ſo frequently err, taking the wrong way," as the wile man faith, Prov, 
xiv. 12. Or ſtating the caſe in a wrong light, forgetting from whence 
they are fallen by original fin. This is the doctrine held and ſet forth 
at this time, by thoſe much deſpiſed miniſters of Chriſt, the Kev. Mr. 
Whitefield, Mr. Weſley, Mr. Romaine, and others. And who can ſet 
this in a clearer light than our bleſſed Lord bath done, in the cate of the 
tree and its fruit? Mat. vii. 17, 18. He well knew, that the hearts of 
all men, by nature, were abominably wicked and corrupt; ſc that a cor- 
rupt heart, as well as a corrupt tree, muft be made goed before its fruit can 
be good; as that learned preacher, Mr. J. Weiley, has fully explained it, 
in his Appeals to men of reaſ5n and religion.“ For the ſatisfaction of 
thoſe that cannot, and ſome others that perhaps will not, be at the pains 
to ſeek for it, I will inſert the concluſion of what he has faid on that 
head. After explaining the term juflification by faith, and clearing up 
ſeveral objections againit it, from ſcripture, the articles, Jwmilies, and 
liturgy of the church, he concludes thus: — 

* I, That ng good works, properly ſo called, can go before juſiification. 

© 2, That no degree of true ſanttification can be previous to tt. 

© 3. That, as the meritorious cauſe of juſtification is the life and death 


© of Cirift, ſo the condition of it ts faith, faith alone. And, 


© 4. That both inward and outward holineſs are conſuquent on this faith, 
and are the ordinary fiated condition of final jujirfication. 
© And guat more can you defire, who have hitherto oppoſed juſtification 
FY J . * 4 » 4 , 
* by faith alone, merely upon a principle of conſcience, becauje you was 
alone, merely je 
E zealous for bolineſs and good works? Do 1 not effeftnually ſecure theje 


From contempt, at the ſame time that I defend the dedtrines of the church ? 


I not only allow, bat wehemently contend, that none ſhall ever enter into 
© glory, who ts not boly on earth, as well in heart as in all manner of con- 
* verſation. I cry aloud, Let all, that hawe believed, be careful to main- 
© tain good works, What means then this endleſs, ſirife of words; or avhat 
© doth your arguing prove? 

One word more to you, my believing brethren. As all diſputatiors 
of this kind tend little to the glory of God, I believe the belt thing to 
be done is, to treat ſuch perſons with gentleneſs, pity, and love. It we 
can thus prevail over them, well; if not, let us bring thoſe poor unbe- 
lieving ſouls to God in our prayers, as objects of his mercy, and never 
ceaſe to pray for them, till God has anſwered our petitions, according to 
his word; Aft, and it ball be given thee.” All life then for thy bro— 
ther, and the Lord will grant it. And 1 am perſuaded this would avail 

more 
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more in ſuch caſes, than twenty well wrote arguments. O that all the 
profeſſed chriſtians of this notion might ceaſe from opinions and unpro- 
fitable diſputations, and only ſtrive who ſhall moſt excel in obedience to 
our bleſſed Redeemer, and love one towards another! Then ſhall the 
kingdom of Chriſt be exalted day by day, and that of Satan fink be- 
neath our feet; which that this may be the happy caſe, is the earneſt 
wiſh and prayer of one of the leaſt, moſt unworthy, whom Chriſt has 
zedeemed by his moſt precious blood. 
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LETTER 


From the Rev. Mr. BexrIDGt to a Friend; 


Giving an Account of his Lies, STupy, and Coxvxksiox, together with 
the Gzzar Work of GOD among his People. 


Reverend and dear Sir, 


Y defire and intention in this letter is to inform you what the 

Lord has lately done for my ſoul. In order to this, 1t may be 

needful to give you a little previous information of my manner of lite, 
from my youth up to the preſent time, | 

When I was about the age of fourteen, God was pleaſed to ſhew me 
that I was a ſinner, and that I muſt be BoRN AGAIN before I could en- 
ter into his kingdom. Accordingly I berook myſelf to reading, pray- 
ing, and watching; and was enabled hereby to make ſome progreſs in 
ſanctiſication. In this manner I went on, though not always with the 
ſame diligence, till about half a year ago. I thought myſelf in the right 
way to heaven, though as yet I was wholly out of the way; and ima- 
gined I was travelling towards Sion, though I had never yet ſet my face 
thitherwards, Indeed, God would have ſhewn me that I was wrong, by 
not owning my miniſtry; but I paid no regard to this for a long time, 
1mputing my want of ſucceſs to the naughty hearts of my hearers, and 
not to my own naughty doctrine. 

You may aſk, perhaps, what was my doctrine. Why, dear Sir, it was 
the doctrine that every man will naturally hold, whilſt he continues in 
an unregenerate ſtate, vi. that we are to be jultified partly by our faith, 
and partly by our works. This doctrine I preached for fix years at a 
curacy, which I ſerved from college; and though I took ſome extraor- 
dinary pains, and preſſed ſanctification upon them very earneſtly, yet 
they continued as unſanGified as before, and not one ſoul was brought 
to Chriſt. There was indeed a little more of the form of religion in 
the pariſh, but not a wh? more of the power. At length I removed to 


| Everton, where I have lived altogether. Here again I preſſed ſanctifica- 


tion and regeneration as vigorouſly as I could; but finding no ſucceſs, 


after two years preaching in this manner, I began to be diſcouraged: 


And now ſome ſecret miſgivings aroſe in my mind, that I was not right 
myſelf. (This happened about Chriſtmas laſt.) Thoſe miſgivings 


grew ſtronger, and at laſt very painful. Being then under great doubts, 


I cricd 


E 


Jeried unto the Cord very earneſtly. The conſtant language of my - 


heart was this: Lord, if Jam right, keep me ſo; if I am not right, 
make me fo. Lead me to the knowledge of the truth, as it is in Jeſus, 
After about ten days crying unto the Lord, he was pleaſed to return 
an anſwer to my prayers, and in the following wonderful manner. As 
I was fitting in my houſe one morning, and muſing upon a text of ſcrip- 
ture, the following words were darted into my mind with wonderful 


power, and ſeemed indeed like a voice from heaven, wiz. CEASE FROM 


THY OWN WORKS. Before I heard theſe words, my mind was 1n a very 
unuſual calm; but as ſoon as I heard them, my foul was in a tempeſt 
directly, and the tears lowed from my eyes like a torrent. The ſcales 
fell from my eyes immediately, and I now clearly ſaw the rock I had 
been ſplitting on for near thirty years. | 

Do you aſk, what this rock was? Why, it was ſome ſecret reliance 
on 3 own works for ſalvation. I had hoped to be ſaved partly in my 
ex name, and partly in Chris name, though I am told, there is ſalva- 
tion in no other name, except in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, Acts iv. 12. 
U had hoped to be ſaved partly through my own works, and partly 
through Chriſt's mercies, though I am told, we are ſaved by grace thro” 
faith, and not of works, Eph. ii. 7, 8.—1 had hoped to make myſelf 
acceptable to God partly through my own good works, though we are 
told, that we are accepted through the be/owed, Eph. i. 6.—I had hoped 
to make my feace with God partly through my own obedience to his 
laws, though I am told, that peace is only to be had by faith, Rom. 
v. 1.—I had hoped to make myſelf a child of God by ſanctification, 
though we are told, that we are made children of God by faith in Chriſt 
Jeſus, Gal. iii. 26.—I had thought, that regeneration, the new birth, 
or new creature, conſiſted in ſanctiſication; but now I know it conſiſts 
in faith, 1 John v. 1. Compare alſo theſe two paſſages together, Gal. 
vi. 15. and Gal. v. 6. where you will find, that the new creature is 


faith working by love.” The apoſtle adds theſe words, working by 


love, ' in order to diſtinguiſh a living faith from a dead one, —I had 
thought, that ſanctification was the way to juſtification; but now I am 
aſſured, that ſanctification follows after juſtification; or, in other words, 
that we muſt firſt be juſtified by faith, before we can have any true ſanc- 
tification by the Spirit. When we are juſtified it is done freely, i. e. 
graciouſly, without any the leaſt merits of ours, and ſolely by the grace 
of God, through Jeſus Chriſt, Rom. iii. 24, 28. 

All that is previouſly needful to juſtification is this, that we are con- 
vinced by the Spirit of God of our own utter ſinfulneſs, If. Ixiv. 6.— 
convinced that we are children of wrath by nature, on account of our 
birth-fin, Eph. ii. 3.—and that we are under the curſe of God, on ac- 
count of actual fin, Gal. iii. 10.—And under theſe convictions come to 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, renouncing all righteouſneſs of our own, and re- 
lying ſolely on him, who is appointed to be the Lord our righteouſneſs, 
Jer. xxiii. 6. Again, Chriſt . Come unto me all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, (with the burden of fin) © and I will give you reſt; i. e. 
J will take the burden away, I will releaſe you from the guilt of fin. 
Where you may obſerve, that the only thing required of us, when we 
come to Chriſt, is, to come burdened, and ſenſible that none can remove 
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this burden but Chriſt, Again, Chriſt did not come to call the righte- 


ous, but finners, to repentance, See alſo Luke iv. 18. Hear how he 
cries out in If, Iv. 1. o, every one that thirfieth. come ye to the waters, 
© aud {rink : Come, buy wine and milk, (i. e. the bleſſings of the golpel) 
« evithcut money, and without price.” Where we are ordered to bring no 
money, i. e. no merits of our own. We muſt not think to make a pur- 
chaſe of theſe bleſſings, by any deſerts of ours. "They are offered freely, 
1. e. graciouſly, and muſt be received freely. Nothing more is required 
from us, but to thirſt after them. Why was the Phariſce rejected? Luke 
xviii. 10. &c. Becauſe he came pleading his own works before God. 
He was devout, juſt, chaſte, and abilemious; and thanked God for en— 
abling him to be ſo. Very well; ſo far all was riglit. But then he had 
ſome reliance on theſe works, and therefore pleads the merics of them 
before God; which ſhewed, that he did not know what a ſinner he was, 
and that he could only be ſaved by grace thro' faith, He opens his mouth 
before God, and pleads his own cauſe; though God declares, that every 
mouth ſhall be ſtopped before him, and the whole world brought in 
guilty before God, Rom. iii. 19. And why was the publican juſtified ? 
Not on account of his own good works, but becauſe he was ſenſible of 
his evil ones, and accordingly came ſelf- accuſed, ſelt-condemned, and 
crying out only for mercy. 

And now, dear Sir, hear what is the riſe and progreſs of true religion 
in the ſoul of man. When the Spirit of God has convinced any perſon, 
that he is a child of wrath, and under the curſe of God, {in which ſtate 
every one continues to be, till he has received Jeſus Chriſt into his heart 
by faith) then the heart of ſuch an one becomes broken for fin; then 
too he feels what he never knew before, that he has no faith, and accord- 
ingly lament} his evil heart of unbelicf. In this ſtate men continue, 
{ome a longer, ſome a leſs time, till God is pleaſed to work faith in them. 
Then they are juſtified, and are at peace with God, Rom. v. 1. 4. e. have 
their fins forgiven them; for that is the meaning of the word p-ac-, 
dee Luke vii. 48— 50. When we have received faith from God {for it 
is his gift, Eph. ii. 8.) to juſtify our-perſons, then we afterwards receive 
the Spirit to ſanctify our natures, Eph, i. 13. Gal. ili. 14. And now 
the work of ſanctification goes forward, —Now his fruit is more and 
more unto halineſs.— Now the love of God is ſhed abroad in his heart 
by the Holy Spirit, Rom. v, 5.—Now he walks in the comfort of the 
Holy Ghoſt, Acts ix. 1 3. Now he is filled with joy and peace in be- 


lieving, Rom. xv. 13. Now he rejoiceth with joy unſpeakable and ful 
of glory, 1 Pet. i. 8. —And now he bath the Spirit of God bearing wit. 
neſs with his own ſpirit, that he is a child of God, Rom. viii. 16. 1 John 
v. 10. Theſe are things that I was an utter ftranger to before, notwith- 
| Randing all my reading, watching, and praying; and theſe are things, 
that every one muſt be a ſtranger to, till he is made a child of God by 
faith in Chriſt Jeſus, 


But to proceed; though a believer is continually more and more ſanc- 


+ tified in body, ſoul, and ſpirit, yet his hopes of heaven are not built on 
his ſanctiſication, but on his faith in Chriſt, He knows, that he is only 
complete in Chriſt, Col. ii. 10. and that the moment he ſeeks to be jul- 
7 tified by his own obedience to God's laws, that moment he falls from 
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Chriſt, and ceaſes to have an intereſt in Chriſt, Gal. v. 4. Accordingly, 
though he labours to abound in all the fruits of righteouſneſs, yet, like 
St. Paul, he defires to be found only in Chriſt; not having, z. e. not re- 
Rigs on his own righteouſneſs, but on the righteouſneſs of God by 
aith, Phil. iii. 8, 9. | 
And now let me point out to you the grand deluſion, which had like 
to have ruined my ſoul. I ſaw very early ſomething of the unholineſs of 
my nature, and the neceſſity of being born again. Accordingly I watch- 
ed, prayed, and faſted too, thinking to purify my heart by theſe means, 
whereas it can only be purified by faith, Acts xv. 9. Watching, pray- 
ing, and faſting, are neceſſary duties; but I, like many others, placed 
ſome ſecret reliances on them, thinking they were to do that for me, in 
por at leaſt, which Chriſt only could. The truth is, though I ſaw my- 
elf to be a ſinner, and a great ſinner, yet I did not ſee myſelf an utter 
loft finner; and therefore I could not come to Jeſus Chriſt alone to ſave 
me. I deſpiſed the doctrine of juſtification by faith alone, looking on 


it as a fooliſh and a dangerous doctrine. I was not yet ſtript of all my 


righteouſneſs, could not conſider it all as filthy rags; and therefore I 
went about to eſtabliſh a righteouſneſs of my own, and did not ſubmit 
to the 2 of God by faith, Rom. x. 3. I did not ſeek after 
righteouſneſs through faith, but as it were by the works of the law. 
Thus I tumbled and fell. Rom. 1x. 31, 32. In ſhort, to uſe a homely 
fimilitude, I put the juſtice of God into one ſcale, and as many good 
works of my own as I could into the other; and when I found, as al- 
ways did, my own good works not to be a balance to the divine juſtice, 
I then threw in Chriſt as a make-weight. And this every one really 
does, who hopes for ſalvation partly « doing what he can for himſel!, 
and then relying on Chriſt for the reſt, - 

But, dear Sir, Chriſt will either be a whole ſaviour, or none at all ; 


and if you think you have any good ſervice of your own to recommend 


you unto God, you are certainly without any intereſt in Chriſt, Be 
you ever ſo ſober, ſerious, juſt, and devout, you are ſtill under the curſe 
of God, as I was, and know it not; provided you have any allowed 
reliance on your own works, and think they are to do ſomething tor 
you, and Chriſt to do the reſt. 

I now proceed to acquaint you with the ſucceſs I have lately hed in 
my miniſtry, As ſoon as God had opened my own eyes, and ſhewed 
me the true way to ſalvation, I began immediately to preach it. And 
now I dealt with my hearers in a very different manner from what ! 
uſed to do. I told them very plainly, that they were children of wrath, 
and under the curſe of God, though they knew it not, and that none 
but Jeſus Chriſt could deliver them from that curſe. I aſked them, it 
they had ever broke the law of God once, in thought, word, or deed. 
If they had, they were then under the curſe; for it is written, Curſed 
© 7s every one, that continueth not in all the things, that are written in the 
© book of the law, to do them.%” And again, * He that keepeth the whole 
© law, and yet offendeth in one point, is guilty of all.” If indeed we could 
keep the whole law, without offending in one point; if we had done, 
and could continue to do, all the things in God's law; then indeed we 


might lay claim to eternal life, on the ſcore of our own works. we 
whe 
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who is ſufſicient for theſe things? If we break God's law, we immedi- 
ately fall under the curſe of it, and none can deliver us from this curſe 
bur Jeſus Chriſt. "here is an ene for ever after of any juſtification 
from our own works. No future good behaviour can make any atone- 
ment for paſt miſcarriages. If I keep all God's laws to day, this is no 


amends for breaking them yeſterday. If I behave peaceably to m 
neighbour this day, it is no ſatisfaction for having broken his head yeſ- 
terday. If therelore I am once under the curſe of God, for having 
broken God's law, 1 can never after do any thing of myſelf to deliver 
me from this curſe. I may then cry out, O wretched man, that ] am! 
who ſhall deliver me from this body of fin? and find none able to deli- 
ver but Jeſus Chriſt, Rom. vii. 23, 24, 25. So that if I am once a ſin- 
ner, nothing but the blood of Jeſus Chriſt can cleanſe me from ſin, 
All my hopes are then in him, and I muſt fiy to him, as the only refuge 
ſet before me. 

In this manner, dear Sir, I preached and do preach to my flock, la- 
bouring to beat down ſelt-righteouſneſs; labouring to ſhew them, that 


they were all in a loſt and periſning ſtare, and that nothing could reco- 
ver them out of this ſtate, and make them children of God, but faith 


in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, And now ſee the conſequence. This was 
ſtrange doctrine to my hearers. They were ſurprized, alarmed, and 


vexed. The old man, the carnal nature, was ſtirred up, and railed and 


oppoſed the truth. However, the minds of moſt were ſeized with ſome 
convictions, and the hearts of ſome were truly broken for fin; ſo that 
they came to me, as thoſe mentioned in the Acts, thoroughly pricked 
to the heart, and crying out with ſtrong and bitter cries, What muſt 1 
do to be ſaved? I then laid the promiſes before them, and told them, 
if they found themſelves under the curſe, Chriſt was ready to deliver 
them from it; if they were really weary and heavy laden, Chrift would 
give them reſt; if their hearts were broken for ſin, and they would 
look up unto Chriſt, he would heal them. I exhorted them alſo to 
thank God for theſe convictions, aſſuring them it was a token of good 


to their ſouls; for God muſt firſt ſmite the heart, before he can heal it, 


If. xix. 22. I generally found, that they received comfort from the 
promiſes; and tho' they complained much of the burden of fin, and of 
an evil heart of unbelief, yet they always went away refreſhed and 
comforted. Many have come unto me in this manner, and more are 
continually coming; and though ſome fall off from their firſt convic- 
tions, yet others cleave ſtedfaſtly unto the Lord. They begin to rejoice 


in him, and to love him: They love his word and meditate much upon 


it: They exerciſe themſelves in prayer, and adorn their profeſſion by 
a a ſuitable life and converſation. | 


And now let me make one reflection. I preached up ſanctification 


very earneſtly for fix years in a former pariſh, and never brought one 
| foul to Chriſt, I did the ſame at this pariſh for two years, without any 
ſucceſs at all. 
his blood, then believers were added to the church continually ; then 
people flocked from all parts to hear the glorious ſound of the goſpel, 
lome coming ſix miles, others eight, and others ten, and that conſtantly. 
And now let me aſk, what is the _— why my miniſtry was not 
N 2 


But as ſoon as ever I preached Jeſus Chriſt, and faith in 


bleſſed, 


i 


bleſſed, when I preached up ſalvation partly by faith, and partly by 
works? It is becauſe this doctrine is not of God; and he will proſper 
no miniſters, but ſuch as preach ſalvation in his own appointed way, 
viz. by faith in Jeſus Chriſt, | 

Let me now apply myſelf to your own heart; and may God diſpoſe 
you to receive my words in the ſpirit of meekneſs, Indeed, Sir, I love 
and reſpect you; elſe I could not have wrote to you ſo freely. Are you 
then in the ſame error, that I was in for near forty years, viz. that 
you muſt be ſaved partly 'by faith, and partly by works? And have 


you conſtantly preached this docttine? Then you may be certainly 


aſſured of theſe two things: Firſt, that you never yet brought one ſoul 
to Chriſt by your miniſtry : And ſecondly, that you are not yet in the 
way of ſalvation yourſelf. O! be nor difpleaſed with me for telling 
you the truth. But you will ſay, perhaps, that you have not only been 
ſincere, but ever zealous in preaching the word of God: So was I; 
but there is a zeal which is not according to knowledge, and that zezl 
J had, though I knew jt not. You may ſay farther, that you have read 


and prayed much: So have I; but I ſtill knew nothing as I ought to 


know, till God was pleaſed to ſhew me that I was blind; 'and then I 
cried heartily to him for light and direction, and he opened mine eyes, 
John ix. 39. 5 

Dear Sir, will you attend to the following advice? It is very ſafe 
advice, be the ſtate of your ſoul what it will. Pray to God to lead you 
into the knowledge of the truth, as it is in Jeſus. Beſeech God to 
keep you in the truth, if you have received it; or if you are in error, 
to reveal it unto you. If you will do this heartily and conſtantly, God 
will not ſuffer you to abide long in darkneſs, if indeed you are in dark- 
neſs, James 1. 5. Jo 

I now proceed to give you ſome further account of myſelf, and of 
the impediments, which kept me from the truth. When I firſt came to 
the univerſity, I applied myſelf diligently to my ſtudies, thinking hu- 
man learning to be a neceſſary qualification for a divine, and that no 
one ought to preach, unleſs he had taken a degree in the univerſity. 
Accordingly Faadied the claſſics, mathematics, philoſophy, logic, me- 
taphyſics, and read the works of our moſt eminent divines. And this 
I did for twenty years; and all the while was departing more and more 
from the truth, as it is in Jeſus; vainly hoping to receive that light 
and inſtruction from human wiſdom, which could only be had from the 


word of God and prayer. 


During this time I was thought a methodiſt by ſome people, only be- 
cauſe I was a little more grave, and took a little more pains in my 


miniſtry, than ſome others of my brethren. But in truth I was no 


methodiſt at all; for I had no fort of acquaintance with them, and could 
not abide their fundamental doctrine of juſtification by faith, and thought 
it high preſumption in any to preach, unleſs they had taken holy 
orders. But when God was pleaſed to open mines eyes about half a 
year ago, he ſhewed and taught me other things. Now I ſaw, that 
nothing had kept me ſo much from the truth as a defire of human 
wiſdom, Now I perceived, that it was as difficult for a wiſe or learned 
man to be ſayed, as it was for a rich man or a nobleman, 1 Cor. 1. 26. 


Now 
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Now T ſaw, that God cho ſo the fooliſh things of this world to confound 


the wiſe, ond the wenk things to confound the mighty, for two plain 
r-aſons: Firſt, that no feſh ſhould glory in his preſence, 1 Cor. i. 29. 
And ſecondly, to ſhew, that faith did not ſtand, or was not Sr d, by 
the wiſdom 81 man, but by the power of God. 1 Cor. 11. 5. Now 1 
diſcerned, that no one could underſtand the word of God, but by the 
Spirit of God, 1 Cor, it. 12. Now I ſaw, that every believer was 
anointed by the Holy Spirit, and thereby led to the knowledge of all 
needful truths, 1 John ii. 20. And of courſe, that every true betiever 
was qualified to preach the goſpel, provided he had the gittot utterance, 
Now I ſaw, that the methadift doct:ine of juſtification | by faith was the 
very doctrine of the goſpel; and I did no longer wonder at the fuccels, 
which thoſe preachers met with, whether they were clergymen or lay- 
men. "They preached Chriſt's doftrine, and Chriſt owned it; ſo that 
many were added to the faith daily. | 
Put you will ſay, perhaps, that thoſe methodiſts are ſchiſmatics. Let 
vs therefore examine the matter. A ſchiſmatic is one that diſſents and 
divides from an eſtabliſhed church; at leaſt, this is the general notion of 
a ſchiſmatic. Now I aſk, what 0 you mean by a church; or what is 
it, that makes one church to difter from another? It is the doctrine. I he 
church of England differs from the church Rome, not by its ſteeples, 
bells, or veſtments, but by its doctrines. Schiſm therefore conſiſts in 
departing from the ducttines of a church, be not from the walls of a 
church. In the time of STLrDareh fair, one ſermon 1s always preached in 


the open fields to the people ar thy fair; and preached by ſome fellow of 


, allept and conſent to them. 


* Fefits Chrift, by 5 and not for Our Wn Works or dejer dings; 


a college, or Clergy: an, at (amb: Edge. Now 1 aſk, would you call this 


clergyman a ſchiſmatic? No ſurely. And yet he preaches in the open 
fields, and upon unconſecrated ground. It is plain then, that ſchiſm 
doth not conſiſt in preaching out of the walls of a church, but in prtach- 
ing contrary to the doctrines of the church. 

And now, dear Sir, let me lay open my fin and my ſhame unto you. 
I ſolemnly ſubſcribed to the articles of our church, and gave my hearty 
| Amongſt the reſt, I declared, that“ we are 
actaunted righteous before Cod, only jor the merits of our Lord and Saviour 
and 
that © we are juflified by faith ouly;” as it is expreſſed in the cleventh 
article. But though J ſolemnly ſubſcribed this article, I neither be- 


lieved nor preached ; it; but preached ſalvation partly by faith, and partly 
by works. 


And oh! what dreadful hypocriſy, what ſhametul prevari- 
cation, was this! I called and thought myſelf a churchman, though I 


Was really a diflenter and a ſchilmanics for I was undermining the 
fundamental dectrine of our church, and the fundamental doctrine of 
the goſpel, namely, juſtilication by faith only, 


And yet, dreadful'as - 


my caſe was, I fear it is the caſe of moſt of the clergy in England. 


_— © 


Scarce any thing i is preached, but juſtification by faith and works. And 
what is the coniequence? Why, there is ſcarce any true religion amony;it 


us: The goſpel of Chriſt is not truly preached by us, and Chriſt Will 
not own our miniſtry. Look around the pariſhes, which are near you, 
and ſee whether you can find any thing beſides the form of religion, and 
not much of that. Nay, amongſt thoſe, who are thought religious 


people; 


— 
* 
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people; who are ſober, ſerious, juſt, and devout; who read, and faft, 
and pray, and give alms; ainongtt thoſe you will ſcarce find one, who 
Knows any thing of the power ot religion, and has experimental knows 
tedge of i. For it you atk ſuch people, in the very words of ſcripture, 
whether they know, that jcſus Chrilt is in them, otherwiſe they are re- 
probutes, 2 Cor. xi!i. 5. - Whether Chriſt dwells in their hearts by faith, 
Eph. iii. 17.— Whether their fins are forgiven, for Chritt's name's ſake, 
1 John i. 12.—Whether they have received an unction from the Holy 
Oue, 1 join 11. 20. — Whether the love of God has been ſhed abroad in 
tacir hearts by the Holy Ghoſt, Rom. v. 5.—Whether they are filled 
with joy and peace in believing, Rom. xv. 13. — Whether they walk in 
tic comtort of the Holy Ghoit, and do ever rejoice with joy unſpeaka- 
Lic and tall of giory, Acts ix 31. 1 Pet. i. 8.—And laitly, whether the 
Holy Spicit bears witneſs with their own ſpirit, that they are the children 
of God, Kum, viii. 14, 15, 16. if, I fay, you alk the better fort 
amongit us, whether they have any experience of theſe matters; they 
would tare at you with the utmoſt amazement, and would think 
vou an enthulliau, it they did not call you ſo. Now ſuch people, 
who have ali the form, but none of the power of religion; who are 
ovtwaruly returmed, but not inwardly renewed by the Holy Ghoſt ; 
theſe ate wiiat our Saviour calls whited ſepulchres, beautiful without, 
but full of rotrena-fs within. They are ttriving to enter into the king - 
dom of heaven; but are not able, becauſe they do not firive lawfully : 
For they do not feek to enter in through Jeſus Chrilt; but partly 
through Chriit, aud partly through ihemleives; partly-by faith, and 
party by works. I heic are the alu, ©, but uot altogether chtiſtians. 
And it at any time it happens, that tome amongit us are ſeized with 
deep convictions, and arc made ſcuſible of their utter need of Chriſt, 
and that they can only be juſithed by faith in his blood; theſe people, 
not hading proper focd tor their fouls in our churches, ale obliged to go 
elſewhere, and ſeck it where they can and it. It is no wonder, there- 
tore, that ihere are ſo few real chriſtians amongſt us. If you read over 
the homilies of the church; if you read the fathers of the church; if 
you read the works of the good old biſhops, that were publiſhed an 
huadred years ago; you will there ſind the goſpel of Chriit preached, 

nd the truc doctrine of our own church, But ſince that time, I mean 
in che laſt century, our clergy have been gradually departing more and 
more from our doctrines, articles, and homies; ſo that at length there 
was ſcarce a clergyman to be found, but who preached contrary to the 
articles he ſubſcribed; And almoſt all the fermons, that have been pub- 
lifted in the laſt century, both by biſhops and curates, are full of that 
foul-deftroying docirin”, that we are to be juitited partly by our own 
works, and partly by Cheilt's merits, 

Do you alk, how all the clergy came to fall into this pernicious 
derttine? I anſwer, very ealtly, tvery man, whilſt he continues under 
the power of the carnal mind, and is not awakened io fee lis utter loſt 
condition, is naturally ditpoſed to embrace this doctrine: For not being 
yet convinced by the Spirit of God, that all his righteouſaeſs is as filthy 
raws, If, Ixiv. 6. and that he is without help and ftrength in himſelt, 
Nom. v. 6. I ſay, not being con\inced of this, he naturally goes about 
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to eſtabliſh ſome righteouſneſs of his own, and cannot ſubmit to the 
rightcouſneſs of Gul by faith: Not being yer {enhble Of his utter lot 


and helpleſs ſtate, he mutt have ſome reliance on himfell And thus, in- 
ſtead of looking wholly to Jeſus Chriſt for ſalvation, he locks purily ws 
Chriſt, and partly to himſelf: Inſtead of ſeeking for tightebufneſs wad 
{trength from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he feeks for it partly from Chit, 
and partly from himſelf: Inſtead of ſeeking to be juſtified in the Lord, 


he ſeeks after juſtification partly through the Lord, and partly through 
himſelf, But ſce what Chriſt ſaith of this matter, If, xlv. 22, 13, 
24, 2 Fo 


And now let me aik, how the whole church of Pome b--rened to 
depart from the ſimplicity of the goſpel, and to fall into this * cirine of 
works and ſaith, which we now preach. It was oh to the Cepraved 
nature of man, which makes him think himſelf to be ſomeihing, and tat 
he can do ſomething, though he is nothing, and can do nothing to juü it 
himſelf in God's fight. At the te formation, our church returned a in 
to Jeſus Chriſt, and placed juiliſication en the goſyel footing of t+ith 
only: And ſo it continues to this day. But though our articles sud 
homilies continue ſound and evangelic, yet our clergy bare depatcd 
once more from both, and are advancing to Rome again with betv 
ſtrides; preaching, in ſpite of articles and ſubſcription, that muſi  er- 
nicious, papiſtical, and damnable doctrine of juttification by {ith 
and works: which doctrine, I am verily 2Tured no one can held, ard 
be in a ſtate of ſalvation. But, I truſi, God is once more viftin g 
mercy our poor diflrefied church. He raiſed vo Mr. Whites.eld an Mit 
Weſley about twenty years ago, who have cour-geoutly and ſuccesful; 
preached up the doctrines of our church: And he is now Gaily ; all by un 
more and more clergymen. At Chriſtmas loſt, J was mnformed 4 
vere forty clergymen, who were D70U9 Ut to the acknowl-d POTENT 25 the 


truth; and three more have been added to the faith within the lt fix 
weeks. And O] for ever adored be the meren of God, in of eviney my 


Eyes, and leading me to the knowledge of the truth, as it is in leer! 
When I fat down to write, I did not intend to bave filled worn than 
half a ſheet; but when I took my pen in hand, 1 knew not how t lay 
it aſide. I have wrote my ſentiments with great freedom, and L hope 
without offence. May God give a bleſling to what] have wrote! Muy 
he enlighten your eyes, as he hath done mine; adored. be his mttcn! 
May ne lead you by his Spirit to the knowledge of the truth, as it is in 
Jeſus; and make you inflrumcntal in bringing fouls from dock not; into 
light, and tranſlating them out of the Kiga Satan ine hy plots 
Gus kingdom of his dear Son! Amen, Amen, : 
Everton, 
July 3,1758, 
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